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easy operation is required. Placed on the fire in large
earthen pots, it was simply subjected to evaporation, and
soon a scum arose to its surface* As soon as this began
to thicken, Neb carefully removed it with a wooden
spatula; this accelerated the evaporation, and at the same
time prevented it from contracting an empyreumatic
flavour.
After boiling for several hours on a hot fire, which did
as much good to the operators as the substance operated
upon, the latter was transformed into a thick syrup- This
syrup was poured into clay moulds, previously fabricated
in the kitchen stove, and to which they had given various
shapes. The next day this syrup had become coljj, and
formed cakes and tablets. This was sugar of rather a
reddish colour, but nearly transparent and of a delicious
taste.
The cold continued to the middle of September, and the
prisoners in Granite House began to find their captivity
rather tedious. Nearly every day they attempted sorties
which they could not prolong. They constantly worked
at the improvement of their dwelling* They talked whilst
working. Harding instructed his companions in many
things, principally explaining to them the practical appli-
cations of science. The colonists had no library at their
disposal; but the engineer was a book which was always
at hand, always open at the page which one wanted, a